
Niek & Sander van Gils
Drivers in the Masters Gentlemen Drivers Series

In this Masters Special Feature, we talk to father and son Niek and 
Sander van Gils about their adventures in motorsport together, 
favourite racing memories and racing journey with Masters.

“A father-and-son team,    
  how cool is that?” 
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A fairly recent addition to the Masters paddock, father and son Niek & Sander van Gils joined the Masters 
Gentlemen Drivers with a Lotus Elan for Sander to race. Niek, who races a TVR Griffith in the Dutch series, is his 
son Sander’s mechanic as well as his biggest supporter. We caught up with the Van Gilses in the Spa Six Hours 
paddock in 2021.

What got you into motor racing?
Niek: “I turned 40 in 1990, and my wife claims that I said on my birthday, ‘And now it’s my turn, I’m going to go 
racing!’. So I built myself an MGB and have been racing with that for over 30 years now. We did the Spa Six 
Hours several times in that, and at one time finished eighth overall.”

Sander: “I began racing in 1998, at the age of 20. Not straight into the Six Hours, my dad felt that I needed to go 
step by step. But I got to do it in 2002, and that’s when, as Dad said, we finished eighth – as a father-and-son 
team, how cool is that?”

Niek: “I bought the Elan and gave the MGB to Sander. Three years later, I got the Griffith..”
Sander: “…and I moved across to the Elan!”

Niek: “In the MG, I won the Dutch title in 1999. After that, I came to England for a race and ended up battling 
in the midfield. I said that I was a champion, but the Brits simply responded with ‘Champion of what?’ They just 
blew me off the track…”    

Meet Niek & Sander van Gils
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“You learn so much more  
  racing with Masters”

Your first-ever Masters event?
Niek: “It was one of those events where the Dutch championship joined the Masters series - it may well have 
been Barcelona, six or seven years ago. That’s when we decided to also enter the Gentlemen Drivers race.”

Sander: “I love the competition, and appreciate that we are well taken care of in the hospitality unit.”

Niek: “You learn so much more racing with Masters – the level of competition is just the highest.”

Sander: “But at the same time, the drivers are very relaxed and won’t keep any trade secrets to themselves. 
They are all happy to give you some pointers. The atmosphere is great, and I’ve never suffered any damage in 
all of my Masters races so far.”

In it to win it – or just for fun?
Niek: “We’re here for the fun, but we do like to win. We always have a great time with Masters but when handed 
the opportunity we’ll take that spot on the podium!”
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Your best day in motor racing?
Niek: “For me, that wasn’t winning the Dutch championship – I was only told afterwards!”

Sander: “It must be the Spa Six Hours in which we finished eighth, dad. We did that together. As for myself, 
taking third in class in the 2019 Silverstone Classic in a field of 14 other Elans felt like a win to me. I know I’m 
not in the quickest Elan out there but I do want to perform at my best each and every time.”

And your worst day?
Sander: “Brands Hatch, five years ago, the only time I bent the 
car. For some reason, I’m always unlucky at Brands…”

Your favourite car?
Niek: “The Elan, by far. Did you know that it has had the same 
engine for 20 years now?”
Sander: “I agree, the Elan is my favourite too.”

Your worst car?
Niek: “I don’t think I’m stupid enough to buy a bad car!”
Sander: “That’s true. You always think very long before finally 
buying something…”

“It has had the 
same engine 

for 20 years…”
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“Ron is truly our  
benchmark driver”

The driver you fear and respect the most?
Sander: “That’s Ron! We are often in straight competition. In qualifying, he’s usually ahead of us but I’m more 
consistent in the race.”
Niek: “Ron will always ask: will you co-drive this weekend? And when I say no, he always responds with ‘Shit!’ 
But it’s true, Ron is truly our benchmark driver. If we’re ahead of him, we did well. If he beats us, we did 
something wrong…”

Your favourite circuit?
Niek & Sander in unison: “Nothing beats Spa!”
Niek: “It’s a challenge each and every time.”
Sander: “It’s the mix of fast corners and technical sections.”

Niek: “And event-wise, it’s the Classic. It always gives me a feeling of privilege to walk around and be amongst 
so many brilliant cars.”

Sander: “In terms of atmosphere I choose Barcelona – a fine circuit and a wonderful city!”
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