
Christophe d’Ansembourg
Driver in the Masters Historic Formula One and Masters Endurance Legends Series

In this Masters Special Feature, we talk to Christophe d’Ansembourg 
about his motorsport career, favourite racing memories and his 
racing journey with Masters.

“I got the taste of F1 with a Lotus 76 - 
I’ve never stopped since!” 
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He’s been with Masters since they started, and is still hungry for more. Christophe d’Ansembourg has expanded 
his racing stable from driving a Williams FW07C in Masters Historic Formula One to Masters Endurance Legends 
where he races the V12-engined Lola-Aston Martin DBR1/2. We spoke to the Belgian after a busy test day 
ahead of the 2021 Jerez Historic Festival.

What got you into historic motor racing?
“I started out in modern racing – the Ferrari Challenge, with a 355. I did that for four years, before I got into 
Procar, the Belgian touring car series. But I got fed up, didn’t really enjoy it anymore. You don’t really speak with 
anyone, they are all hiding in their motorhomes and won’t share any information. But, in historic racing, you 
meet people who have achieved something in their lives and want to share it with others. I switched to historics 
in 2003, first in GTs with a Bizzarrini, then prototypes, and then I got the taste of F1, with a Lotus 76. That was 
in 2006, and I’ve never stopped since.”

Meet Christophe d’Ansembourg

THE MASTERS TOUR SPECIAL FEATURES
FEBRUARY 2022 – ISSUE 16

www.mastershistoricracing.commastershistoricracingMastersHistoricRacing



“I first raced the flat-bottomed Lotus 76”

Your first-ever Masters event?
“That must be the first one that happened! I did Thoroughbred Grand Prix and Grand Prix Masters, and then 
they merged, so I came along. I first raced the flat-bottomed Lotus 76 in 2006, then raced a McLaren M26 until 
2013, and am now with the ground-effect Williams FW07C. I’m really comfortable with that car. I’ve done more 
than 100 races with it!”

In it to win it – or just for fun?
“Frankly, I’m in it for the win. It used to be for fun but now I’ve got really good material in my hands, and I’m with 
a good team, so I can be competitive.”

Your best day in motor racing?
“That was the Spa Six Hours meeting in which I won three out of four races in Masters Historic Formula One 
and Masters Endurance Legends. In qualifying, I did a 2.11 – I was pretty pleased with that! I was in good shape, 
the car was in good shape, it was all just brilliant. But I’ve had good races at Silverstone as well.”

And your worst day?
“I think that was last weekend at Spa! I was so much looking forward to that. My son Antoine was racing the 
Dallara-ORECA, I got pole in the Lola-Aston Martin, but then it all fell apart. I spun in the race, and the weather 
was just awful. The sad thing was that it was fine the next day – as it was the 15 days before that!”
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Your favourite car?
“That must be the Lola-Aston LMP1. It has it all – ground effect, fantastic brakes, but above all, amazing reliability. 
It’s done 5000 miles now and never let me down. The Williams is the best F1 car so I’m happy with what I have.”

And the worst car you’ve ever driven?
“To be honest, the Lotus 76 was a really dangerous car. I had a high-speed crash at Spa with that because of a 
hub failure – I really scared myself.”

“It’s done 5000 miles now
and never let me down”
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“We’re already doing the best tracks!”

Your favourite circuit?
“It’s Spa – of course! I also enjoy Silverstone and Suzuka very much, and I like Dijon too.”

Why doesn’t Masters go to…?
“I like the F1 support races, so that could be anywhere – why not Miami next year? These are really nice events. 
Regarding tracks – we’re already doing the best tracks!” 

The rival you fear or respect the most?
“That’s Mike Cantillon. We’re in the same car in the same team but he tends to be a little faster than me. At Spa, 
I was in front but then I had a gearbox issue but at other tracks he’s generally faster.”

Your best mate in the paddock?
“I get along really well with Mike, and Jamie Constable, and Katsu Kubota too. And in MEL, Keith Frieser is a 
really nice guy.”
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