
“I had to come to England and follow in the  
  footsteps of Bruce McLaren”

In this Masters Special Feature,  we talk to Warren Briggs about how 
he got into racing historics, his favourite racing memories and his 
racing journey with Masters.

WARREN BRIGGS
Driver in the Masters Racing Legends for Historic Formula One Cars
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In 2018, he switched from a Mustang to a McLaren M29 and suddenly Warren Briggs found himself to be a 
driver of a historic formula one car! The New Zealander has been a true asset to the series ever since. We spoke 
to Warren on the test day ahead of the Jerez Historic Festival last October.

What got you into motor racing?
“My passion from a very young age was to be a racing driver. So for me, as all Kiwis have to, that meant I had to 
come to England and follow in the footsteps of Bruce McLaren. I came to England at the first opportunity and 
was fortunate to get a job as a fabricator with McLaren. It was so enjoyable working at McLaren but I started 
racing on the side, as that was what I really wanted to do. So I left McLaren to concentrate on it properly.

In ’79 and ’80 I came through Formula Ford and Formula Ford 1600, and I was quite fortunate to have sponsors. 
I sold everything to get into Formula 3; I was hoping that I would make it but I didn’t. Some of that influence 
came from engineering a car for Cor Euser. I saw what an exceptional talent he had and I knew I wasn’t at that 
level. We are still friends today.”

Meet WARREN BRIGGS
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“I got into historic racing with a Mustang”

So what happened next?
“I built up an engineering business and when I had enough money, I came back to racing. I started in Honda 
CRXs, a one-make series in the early nineties, and then stopped again until 2012 when I got into historic racing 
with a Mustang. Part of that was my age, of course, but I also love the cars, they resonate with me from when 
we were younger. I then got the McLaren M29 in 2016, and my first race was in 2018. The step was huge – night 
and day! 

The Mustang is brutal, the driving style is completely opposite to the F1. This McLaren was built in 1979, when 
I was there – it was one of the last cars built by the old Bruce McLaren Motor Racing company. Teddy Mayer 
was my boss. I love that some of the guys from back then still work on the car. You know the guy that did the 
paintwork and put the stickers on is the same guy. He won’t allow anyone else near it!”
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Your first-ever Masters event?
“That was Brands Hatch, probably 2016 or ’17. It was a one-hour race and I drove all by myself – no teammate. 
I had a great fight with Roger Wills in the first half of the race, and absolutely loved it!”

In it to win it – or just for fun?
“I know I won’t win because the top drivers are better. But it’s more than fun as well. I try to be satisfied with 
my own performance, which is not often but it’s getting there. I love the challenge of driving these cars real 
quickly, that’s a real challenge.”

Your best day in motor racing?
“Last time at Spa – because I enjoyed it so much! Times like that are great. Really, they are all just great weekends.”

Your worst day in motor racing?
“That was back in my Honda days when I rolled a car. But not so often, I always enjoy it because it’s a real 
privilege to drive these cars.”

“It’s a real privilege to drive these cars”
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“I had a rally car 
that was always 
trying to kill me! 
we called her 
Christine…”

Your favourite car?
“I’m quite lucky there because I have some very contrasting cars. I have a Can-Am car which is completely 
different from an F1 car. I also have an ex-Joe Gibbs car from NASCAR. They’re all so different but I like them 
all! The biggest thrill is the F1 but the others are close.”

And the worst car you’ve ever driven?
“I also do rallying, and I had a rally car that was always trying to kill me! We called her Christine… But we 
gradually made it better so we’ve stopped calling her Christine now.”

Your favourite circuit?
“I’m lucky because I like a lot of them! I mean, Spa and then this one here at Jerez – I never raced in Europe, so 
they are all new to me…”

Why doesn’t Masters go to…?
“I did the US support race, I loved being out there, and I was lucky enough to do the demo at Suzuka – that was 
awesome. But no, just keep doing what we’re doing.”

The rival you fear or respect the most?
“Actually, in the F1, the top guys are all good, so I respect them all – it’s more respect than fear. And it hasn’t fallen 
into a pattern yet where I always race the same guys.”

Your best mate in the paddock?
“I have found it great how friendly all the guys in the Masters Racing Legends series are. I’m new but I’ve been 
offered lots of help. That’s excellent. It’s a good atmosphere and there’s a nice level of respect. We’re all just 
trying to do our best within our limits.”
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